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Ann and I went out 
to Tidbinbilla to see 
the Corroboree 
frogs.  I think the 
biggest surprise for 
everyone was just 
how small they are, 
but they certainly 
are absolutely 
gorgeous.  I don't 

think one handful of frogs has ever 
been as photographed as these were. 

 For Ann and I however one of the 
main highlights of the trip was a 
walk through the new veterinary 
facilities which were to die for.  If we 
could have worked out how to pack 
them up and bring them home, 
particularly the new outside aviaries 
and the major cages, we would 
happily have done so.  And I won't 
mention what the shop did for our 
budget.  But I now have a lovely lot 
of new books for WAIF particularly 
on reptiles.

Their natural home is in several 
hundred square kilometres of the 
Snowy Mountains.  They were 
highly abundant up to the 70s and 
80s but now at down to a few tens 
and may be extinct in the wild.  It 
appears a combination of chytrid 
fungus and climate change is causing 
the death of these stunning little 
frogs

The Corroboree frog lays its eggs in 
a nest in the Balkan but not actually 
in water. A females comes to the 
male's nest to lay her eggs.  Unlike 
most frogs she only lays up to 30 
eggs doesn't breed until around three 
years old.  Of course the male may 
attract up to a dozen females.  He 
then has to guard the eggs until the 

next rains flood the nest and the 
tadpoles hatch.  Most of the tadpole 
development is actually done within 
the egg.

Life is tough enough for these little 
frogs living in an environment from 
extreme summer heat to a metre of 
snow over winter without human 
introduced problems as well.  
Hopefully David Hunter and his 
recovery team will be able to breed 
enough frogs for long enough for the 
frogs to build up resistance to chytrid 
and for us to correct global warming.

Below is a reprint of the abstract 
from the National Wildlife 
RehabilitatorÕs Conference 2009 on 
the southern Corroboree frog.  The 
work they are doing is absolutely 
fascinating and I believe they have 
currently bred 1300 southern 
Corroboree frogs in captivity ready 
for release.

Judith Hallinan

Saving Australia's most iconic frog 
species from extinction corroboree 
frogs

By David Hunter

Ôdue to its brilliant colouration, the 
southern Corroboree frog 
(Pseudophryne corroboree) is 
arguably Australia's most iconic frog 
species.  In recent years the southern 
Corroboree frog has been stated 
dramatic decline, and is likely to 
become extinct in the wild with the 
next five to 10 years.  This decline is 
primarily due to a disease known as 
chytridmycosis which is caused by 

(continued on page 2) 

Corroboree Frogs
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2008 -The Year of the FROG
During 2008, AArk (Amphibian Arc) is leading zoos, 
botanical gardens and aquariums in a globally coordinated 
public awareness campaign ÒThe Year of the Frog.Ó The 
main goal of this campaign is to generate public awareness 
and understanding of the amphibian extinction crisis 
which represents the greatest species conservation 
challenge in the history of humanity. The money raised 
from this global campaign will help fund initiatives such 
as training courses, technical guidance, taxon survival 
efforts, fostering partnerships, capacity building, and 
communication activities. All these activities will ensure 
sustainability of the survival assurance populations of 
amphibians by creating a cash fund for this conservation 
work that will extend far beyond 2008. 

V i s i t t h e A m p h i b i a n A r k w e b s i t e a t  
www.amphibianarc.org, to read more about the 
organisation including a message from Sir David 
Attenborough who is the Patron of the  2008 Year of the 
Frog.

The AArk is a joint effort of 3 principal partners: the 
World Association of Zoos and Aquariums (WAZA), the 
IUCN/SSC Conservation Breeding Specialist Group 
(CBSG), and the IUCN/SSC Amphibian Specialist Group 
(ASG). 

Blue Mountains Tree Frog
 FATS  -  FROG AND TADPOLE STUDY 
GROUP 
is a society of people based in New South Wales, Australia, 
who have a genuine interest in frogs and tadpoles. FATS 
Group members span a wide range of interests - 
naturalists, herpetologists, pet keepers, professional 
scientists and private people with a desire to learn more 
about frogs and our environment. It is their mission to 
increase the awareness and appreciation of the natural 
world. Their website provides all sorts of information 
dealing with frogs and their group activities. 
Visit their website on www.fats.org.au for information on 
NSW frogs and excellent pictures for identifying the frogs 
you might be lucky enough to encounter.

(from page1)

fungus (infection with the amphibian chytrid 
Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis).

An intensive recovery programme has been in operation 
for the southern Corroboree frog over the past 12 years, 
and involves collaboration amongst government 
agencies, universities and animal husbandry institutions.  
At this stage, the primary focus of this recovery program 
is the development of a captive breeding and 
reintroduction pro gram to maintain the southern 
Corroboree frog in the wild where it will continue to 
interact with the amphibian chytrid fungus and 
hopefully develop resistance to this pathogen.  
Considerable efforts have been undertaken to achieve 
this, but also to maximise the efficiency of the program 
to make the best used of available resources.

Successfully preventing the extinction of the southern 
Corroboree frog will represent a major achievement in 
the battle against a pathogen that appears to have 
already caused the demise of eight Australian frog 
species.

Right:  
Green Tree 
Frogs
Left:  
Peppered 
Tree Frog

WAIF 
wishes you a 

Happy Holiday Season
&

A Very Merry
NEW YEAR
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The WAIF Wildlife Clinic continues to operate at Dr 
Michael EganÕs clinic on Mona Vale Road, St. Ives. 
Many more carers are using the clinic and we 
generally see between three and up to 15 patients at 
each time. As we head into spring and summer we 
expect many more patients and clients to use the clinic.
 
Several veterinary students regularly assist to gain 
experience but other WAIF members are welcome to 
gain experience with the clinical aspects of wildlife 
medicine. If you are interested please book ahead 
because we can only cater for a few people per clinic.
 
Typical patients include:

  
 1. Many grey-headed flying foxes with severe 

wing dermatomycosis (fungal skin infections) 
and contracted scarred wing membranes 
following net entanglement or damage from 
barbed wire fences

 2. Juvenile magpies with severe pox lesions on 
their feet and deformed claws

 3. Juvenile magpies with gape worm burdens in 
their pharynx

 4. Juvenile rainbow lorikeets unable to fly with 
suspected neurological problems

  
 5. A couple of adult GHFF with punctured hard 

palates suffered when trying to bite free from 

barbed wire. These healed well following 
treatment and care:

 6. A moribund female ringtail possum with 
severe bilateral swelling of the face and 
bilateral conjunctivitis that died about 2 hours 
after treatment. Post mortem and 
histopathological examinations revealed she 
died from severe cellulitis following probable 
cat bites.

 7. A weak and depressed echidna with multiple 
and compound fractures of its beak and severe 
dyspnea (difficulty breathing) and significant 
blood loss Ð she healed well and dug her way 
out of the release cage instead of exiting 
through the open door.

  

 8. A juvenile ringtail possum that presented with 
generalised severe yeast dermatitis Ð it died 
despite antifungal treatment, probable due to 
severe immunosupression

 9.  Many ringtail possums with necrotic paw 
syndrome: 

WAIF NEWSLETTER! Q4 2008

FROM THE VET CLINICÉÉ.
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We continue to investigate this disease to determine 
the underlying factors and pathogens involved.

  
 10. Several brushtail possums with blindness and/

or severe ataxia/paresis. One showed hind 
limb paralysis:  This subadult was about to be 
released when the carer realised it had become 
paralysed. Post mortem and histopathological 
examinations revealed brain and spinal 
damage due to numerous migrating rat lung 
worm larvae (Angiostrongylus cantonensis). 

Histopathological investigations of many of 
the blind possums revealed severe 
lymphocytic meningoencephalitis. We are also 
investigating this disease and suspect one or 
more viral agents are involved.  

11.  Several tawny frogmouths with blindness and/
or severe ataxia/paresis:

 Some of these were also shown to be suffering 
from A. cantonensis pathology. Others showed 
severe meningoencephalitis that may have 
been due to A. cantonensis or may also involve 
viruses:

 

12. Many juvenile or sub-adult rainbow lorikeets 
with hind limb paralysis (suspected viral 
poliomyelitis):
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13. Sulphur-crested cockatoos with psittacine 
beak and feather disease (PBFD) due to  a 
circovirus;    

14. Fledgling crested 
pigeon with no 
feathers. 
Histopathological 
examination failed 
to reveal an agent 
of disease but 
PBFD is suspected.  

Dr. Derek Spielman 

 WAIF VET CLINIC - DATES & HOURS

Every second  Monday 6 pm to 7 pm 
-   3 Nov, 17 Nov 1 Dec, 15 Dec, 29 Dec
Every second Sunday 9 am to 11 am 
-   9 Nov, 23 Nov, 7 Dec, 21 Dec. 

For Q1 2009 opening dates call the number below.
351 Mona Vale Road, St. Ives, Ph: 02 9456 0452

QandA
From a reader É.  
Dear WAIF newsletter.

I read your ÔQ&AÕ regarding the Strong Rat Lung Worm and 
wanted to share my experience as a warning to those who may 
live close to this lovely worm, and may not be taking as much 
care as they should.
"
I am a human (!) and I have had the pleasure of an infestation of 
Strong Rat Lung Worms.  It nearly killed me. I believe I ingested 
the larvae from a snail trail on unwashed produce at a 
restaurant (?).  Subsequently, for a week I suffered a hideous 
itch all over my body, so bad that I couldnÕt sleep.  The larvae 
were not killed by the stomach ßuids.  They had hatched and 
made their way around my body and to my brain.  The itching 
subsided somewhat and I had the classic meningitis symptoms 
of severe headaches, sores, fever, light-sensitivity, rigors, 
dehydration and vomiting.  On admittance to hospital they 
took a lumbar puncture to look at my spinal ßuid, which 
showed neither viral, nor bacterial meningitis.  I completely lost 
my sight and from then on remember nothing.  My husband 
tells me I became aggressive and foul-mouthed and had to be 
sedated.  An MRI showed nothing because the worms moved 
and so werenÕt picked up.  Nobody knew what to do.  I lost 10 
days.  I was in and out of intensive care and stopped breathing 
twice. Luckily the hospital had a neurologistsÕ conference and 
my case was discussed.  A visiting neurologist suggested it may 
be parasites.  There was nothing to loose by treating meÉ The 
treatment is similar to that for a dog Ð Òworming tabletsÓ.  The 
next morning I regained consciousness and ate scrambled eggs.  
A subsequent MRI showed the now-still worms; they are like a 

2Ó long hairs.  My eyesight returned.  I lived.  I had 
recovered, but then had a battle with severe pain, requiring 
much morphine and high steroids.  I have damage to my 
nerves, my spine and my Central Nervous System, which 
means a life of pain management, using drugs.  Amazingly my 
eyesight had improved when it returned: I went from -5 to 
-3. (I reckon two more infestations should do it!)  
I consider my Neurologist my second-best friend.  However,  
I was lucky - a 2 year old in Melbourne ate a snail and died.  
Shortly after I was ill, I heard of a drunken footie player 
whoÕd accepted a $10 bet to swallow a slug and ended up in 
a coma at the same hospital.  He recovered after ÒwormingÓ,  
with some nerve damage. 

It is more common than you would probably imagine.
"
So please do heed Dr Derek SpielmanÕs warnings: Òorganic 
produceÉ. should always be washed thoroughly before 
being eatenÉ. and donÕt eat raw snails or slugsÓ.  It 
definitely is worth the extra few minutes of washing 
lettuce or cabbage etc to be certain.
"
Julia (not yet vegetarian)."
"

SWIMMING POOL SAFETY
SCAMPER RAMP 

This is a great idea for pet and wildlife safety for all swimming pools.  
Recently seen advertised in a pet publication at the local vet.  Check 
it out at www.piginmud.com.au .  Even ponds and bird baths should 
have an escape branch for wildlife.  
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Ma Supial reports         

Food Glorious Food
You may have wondered who has been 

nibbling on plants in your garden. It could well 
have been one of  my clan, especially if  your 
parsley and other herbs have been grazed to the 
ground.  Did you know that we will also eat the 
new leaves of  ficus, umbrella trees, jade trees 
(Above right - Crassula argentea) , pigs face and 
oxalises - both the clumping and running varieties 
that invade many gardens and pot plants.   When 
you thought the Photinia (above centre) was past 
its best, when the red leaves give way to the flower 
buds, think again.  I like eating the flower buds 
even more than the leaves so keep picking them.  
The golden Robinia (above left)  is out again and 
the trees do so much better if  they are pruned 
throughout the spring and summer.  The delicate 
yellow leaves are certainly one of  my favourites.   
Just be careful of  the thorns on the branches.  
Yum Yum...

WAIF NEWSLETTER! Q4 2008

HABITAT

POSTCARD
SEA OTTERS 

Floating and sleeping 
in a boat marina at 
Moss Landing, half 
way between 
Monterey and Santa 
Cruz in California, 
USA,  these two Sea 
Otters were one of the 
wildlife highlights of 
our 5 week holiday in 
the area.  

Joanne Meader

Do you have a wildlife 
photo you would like to 
share with other readers then it send to WAIF at enquiries@waif.org.au

WAIF
Wildlife Assistance & Information 
Foundation Inc. is a non proÞt 
organisation.
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Subscription s

Send an email to WAIF to be 
included in the distribution.  

Donations

Those over $5 will receive a WAIF 
receipt.  Please include an email 
address or your postal address.

Newsletter Contributions.

 All contributions will be gratefully 
received and considered for 
publication.  Please email to 
enquiries@waif.org.au or post to 
the address below.

WAIF
P.O. Box 39
Berowra NSW 2081
Australia

www.waif.org.au

ABN 34 260 864 123!
Ph 02 9456 0452 
Fax 02 9456 5913

ABN 34 260 864 123

While all care has been taken in 
producing the information 
contained in this newsletter WAIF 
does not guarantee that it is 100% 
accurate.

Issue Q4 2008 published on 
December 6 , 2008.

Congratulations 
To

Dr. Mina Bassarova,

Head of Research.

On the birth of her daughter, 

Lora Jasmine.   
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